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Bumpers
Glenn

Helms
Hollings

Inouye
Murkowski

The conference report was agreed to.
Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader.

f

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
353—ADJOURNMENT OF THE TWO
HOUSES OF CONGRESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask the
Chair to lay before the Senate House
Concurrent Resolution 353, the ad-
journment resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 353)

providing for the sine die adjournment of the
Second Session of the One Hundred Fifth
Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the concur-
rent resolution, which is nondebatable.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 353) was agreed to as follows:

H. CON. RES. 353

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Wednesday,
October 21, 1998, or Thursday, October 22,
1998, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned sine die,
or until noon on the second day after Mem-
bers are notified to reassemble pursuant to
section 2 of this concurrent resolution, or
until a time designated pursuant to section 3
of this resolution; and that when the Senate
adjourns on Wednesday, October 21, 1998, or
Thursday, October 22, 1998, on a motion of-
fered pursuant to this concurrent resolution
by its Majority Leader or his designee, it
stand adjourned sine die, or until noon on
the second day after Members are notified to
reassemble pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution.

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the
Majority Leader of the Senate, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House and the Minority Leader of the
Senate, shall notify the Members of the
House and the Senate, respectively, to reas-
semble whenever, in their opinion, the public
interest shall warrant it.

SEC. 3. During any adjournment of the
House pursuant to this concurrent resolu-
tion, the Speaker, acting after consultation
with the Minority Leader, may notify the
Members of the House to reassemble when-
ever, in his opinion, the public interest shall
warrant it. After reassembling pursuant to
this section, when the House adjourns on any
day on a motion offered pursuant to this sec-
tion by its Majority Leader or his designee,
the House shall again stand adjourned pursu-
ant to the first section of this concurrent
resolution.

Several Senators addressed the
Chair.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, will the
Senator withhold one second, for one
more unanimous consent request?

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 138—
PROVIDING FOR THE CONVENING
OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
106TH CONGRESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to House Joint Resolution 138
received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 138) appoint-

ing the day for the convening of the First
Session of the One Hundred Sixth Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the joint resolution?

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 138)
was considered read the third time and
passed, as follows:

H.J. RES. 138

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the first regular ses-
sion of the One Hundred Sixth Congress shall
begin at noon on Wednesday, January 6, 1999.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I can an-
nounce now that there will be no fur-
ther votes in the 105th Congress. This
resolution just adopted provides for the
convening of the 106th Congress at 12
noon on January 6, 1999.

I yield the floor.
Several Senators addressed the

Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina.
f

COMMENDATION OF THE
MAJORITY LEADER

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, we
have accomplished a lot this year. I am
very proud of what has been done here
in the Senate. No one is due more cred-
it for this than our able leader, Senator
LOTT. I just want to commend him for
his outstanding accomplishments and
the fine cooperation he has given to all
of us and for everything he has done for
this country.

f

THANKING SENATOR THURMOND

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, just brief-
ly, I thank the distinguished President
pro tempore for the job he has done and
for his friendship and help. Truly, one
of the most important accomplish-
ments of this Congress was our armed
services authorization bill, the Strom
Thurmond authorization bill. It was a
tough process, a long process, but we
got it done largely because of his te-
nacity and the respect and reverence
we all have for Senator Thurmond. And
that led, of course, to the appropria-
tions bill and its defense and military

construction portions, and it contrib-
uted to the additional funds that were
added in this omnibus appropriations
bill for defense and intelligence for the
future of our country.

Thank you, Senator THURMOND, for
all you did.

Mr. THURMOND. I thank the able
leader.

f

MORNING BUSINESS
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There

will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, par-
liamentary inquiry.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SANTORUM). The Senator from Pennsyl-
vania is recognized for 15 minutes.

Mr. SPECTER. I thank the Chair.
f

OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS
CONFERENCE REPORT

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I had
hoped to make this floor statement in
advance of the vote, but I could not be
here yesterday. So, I have asked for
time this morning to state my reasons
for voting against the omnibus appro-
priations bill. And I do so with a con-
flict of my own views because I think
this bill provides very substantial fund-
ing for very many important projects.
However, I decided to vote against the
bill because of the change from regular
order and existing procedures in the
appropriations process. The Constitu-
tion gives the authority to 100 Mem-
bers of the Senate and 435 Members of
the House, but as the appropriations
process went forward the final deci-
sions were made by only four Members.

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, the
Senate is not in order. I would like to
hear the Senator, if we could have
order in the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will come to order.

Mr. SPECTER. I thank my colleague,
Senator ASHCROFT, for asking for
order. I would like to hear myself and
am having some difficulty.

As I was saying, Mr. President, not-
withstanding the fact that this bill
contains funding for many, many vital
programs for America, I decided on bal-
ance to vote against it because it made
such drastic changes in existing proce-
dure where the Constitution gives to
the Congress the authority to appro-
priate, 435 Members in the House and
100 Members in the Senate, and as the
arrangements were finally worked out,
critical decisions were made excluding
the chairman of the Appropriations
Committee, excluding the chairmen of
the relevant subcommittees such as
myself, with only the Speaker, the
leader of the Democrats in the House,
our distinguished majority leader, and
the minority leader in the Senate. I
think that is very, very problemsome.

During the time allotted to me this
morning I intend to summarize my
views.

Starting first with the accomplish-
ments, it does provide for $83.3 billion
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